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7/29/2021 Pandemic demands hands-on ministers

hands-on the government is toiling away, the other Read our IPﬂpﬂl’ here
ministers'&body=Pandemic half remains opaque, missing and in
demands hands-on ministers.  anonymity for the last 17 months.

http://modify-template- . .
25.com//opinion/pandemic- There are 32 Cabinet ministers and 38

demands-hands-on-ministers-  deputy ministers. For some reason, we

HE8134966) are only familiar with the names and
portfolios of the few ministers who make
the news for the right reason. This is an

TAGS opportunity for everyone to stand up, be
counted and take the spotlight.
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Right now, we are going through an
unprecedented pandemic crisis. We need
a whole-of-government and whole-of
society approach to resolve hundreds of
related issues. Every single day, people
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are looking towards the government to
give them hope and confidence that
normalcy will be restored.

Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin
has allocated RM322.5 billion to manage
the present crisis, boost our economic
resilience and reinforce healthcare. This

is the IargeSt bUdget ever in the history of (https://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore/man-jailed-after-tossing-baby-police-office
Ma|ay3ia. utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Taboola_Remarketin¢
$8Qh0hY3hucUdO5Wr7UG3AkZal0_V8hiDjjkloj8aCONbim7_LAQ#tblciGiBmkdLD

Finance Minister Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrulpan jailed after tossing baby at police officer to evade
Abdul Aziz said the generous budget was The New Paper | Sponsored(https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colork

specifically designed to champion the
cause of the vulnerable groups who are
currently facing difficulties. To do this, the
government needs every single person in
the Cabinet, their resources and their staff
to design effective channels and tools to
ensure this money reaches every nook
and corner of the needy in Malaysia.

Given the large budget, any Malaysian
who starves or goes hungry is a symptom
of a failed delivery system. However,
despite the huge budgets and resources,
some ministers have not even made a
single statement on how their ministry is
specifically addressing this pandemic -

on its own.
) o ) Today's
For instance, the ministry responsible for popular
the welfare of the community and has
\ massive data, statistical and welfare Agong expresses utmost
’bpr_,_ hotstar disappointment over
revocation of EO without

https://www.thesundaily.my/opinion/pandemic-demands-hands-on-ministers-HE8134966 3/10


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvlxKO5vqZsgWeiuX3wNAhb3NIUwhtChyQha4CZmMwsRWYJYEGefRtr6DFGINGAfqKf33PJrgRnxyGUPBwbQhUoTDpO-bn4jjl7XjEia1X6RSwQLLz_5c26M7bJ6j10HL8cnvXMjfmk3g1FF2Qf_PqKmqPIXMpZkA4uSuRyj4Jl-SuA-oScqE_FT1Bn3QWMR61tsNfTyHGo4v0TUfOHpBmNYR81fTANgfjcgTEYqW5e3bCTFyYIAN4Xb-aLYLZkstb7B4-TJEDowd1tfI3kQGuD4kEnfj93kTxF7e6iUy74R0ckuJtZ_AI8&sai=AMfl-YT3sHWWl7ZhwQuRY_B9ij2GJ4uN7ikle4ynzGwG34xuCCNA4oKAzukdHte3tjh7cQ5wWy_gqLkwoqHRlndrcQhIqosqdQGa2RIVya_9I22ehreSL7DLH4vAclreFiVrdxl4XQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCtJw28Cyr3U&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://thesun-epaper.com/images/Cover%2520Area%2520During%2520MCO.pdf
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst2SNs7jNscd3gsVEfkuoAkMtrAC6k1A6BxW32-p9JhTZ4kFyJPIsyk-PTZ4aOPeLLVxsvAyZ-ORPmSm1EUexa5L8-Hfv6tX6_P7b2GpQH0yULdfrPH5qGqdzUlSO4L35AzrOLXGFrpOP1jPI9dFeHKLPFXS4f1XwzRiWs5QiEf8rv6dtjQUE4dxOllNDQFMvwr_LyWNqoKG68kKm-sLgOcOjPNLuXNcDXYlGzGKY4rAqP-XiRqYji0Zr_mMVXKtoWwD-M1Uk0Vx273l86eioIjM0m7IQKoq7aDSUSMPB77&sai=AMfl-YQgX-gBfJMhwPTWhvpWfYuYu5fbxwRMK6v3DWOfX-kTeaV0vY6UksaaSDyqSIxwJfpNtSDaryYy3nY6D2WmERXfqIw0LtW4Zg8kp_-rBws_6CMZEU2EnO1Qfh4uwMsfQ-YkNw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFjOK6rDoplO&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.myhometown.com.my/
javascript:;
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/agong-expresses-utmost-disappointment-over-revocation-of-eo-without-consent-istana-negara-updated-XD8137011
https://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore/man-jailed-after-tossing-baby-police-officer-evade-capture?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Taboola_Remarketing&utm_term=thesundaily&tblci=GiBmkdLDxNLL4-s8Qh0hY3hucUdO5Wr7UG3AkZalO_V8hiDjjkIoj8aC0Nbim7_LAQ#tblciGiBmkdLDxNLL4-s8Qh0hY3hucUdO5Wr7UG3AkZalO_V8hiDjjkIoj8aC0Nbim7_LAQ
https://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore/man-jailed-after-tossing-baby-police-officer-evade-capture?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Taboola_Remarketing&utm_term=thesundaily&tblci=GiBmkdLDxNLL4-s8Qh0hY3hucUdO5Wr7UG3AkZalO_V8hiDjjkIoj8aC0Nbim7_LAQ#tblciGiBmkdLDxNLL4-s8Qh0hY3hucUdO5Wr7UG3AkZalO_V8hiDjjkIoj8aC0Nbim7_LAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=thesundaily&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=next-up-a:Next%20Up:

7/29/2021 Pandemic demands hands-on ministers

literacy with direct access to the
underprivileged. This is the time to use all
its resources and play a pivotal role.

In 2001, the then prime minister, Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, set up a tiny
Women's Affairs Ministry, with only four
staff, and a faintly sketched direction.

Within a few years, this ministry grew to a

utm_s
s8Qh

colossal size and addressed a varied
spectrum of issues ranging from children,
women, senior citizens to victims of
natural disaster.

In each category of the above issues, the
then minister Tan Sri Shahrizat Jalil took a
central role, “it's my ministry’s problem”
responsibility and integrated with other
ministries’ resources to resolve problems,
like natural disasters issues of yearly
massive floods.

In just a few years, the ministry was
redefined as the Ministry of Women,
Family and Community Development,
while it merged with the Welfare Ministry.
The ministry kept growing, with sprawling
new departments, institutions, welfare
homes, creches, now with a massive
almost 10,000 staff.

During Shahrizat's tenure, Malaysia
hosted the first Non-Aligned Movement
Women Ministerial Meeting, attended by
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ministers from all over the world and (/style-life/going-viral)
produced the Nam Putrajaya Declaration,
for international point of reference.

Carl Samsudin shames a

homeless man for ‘being

Following that, the Nam Institute for the lazy’ when he was younger  (/style-
Empowerment of Women headquarters, (/style-life/going- life/going-
viral/carl-samsudin- viral/carl-

in Kuala Lumpur, was set up to develop

partnerships with all member countries. shames-a-homeless-  samsudin-

man-for-being-lazy-when- shames-
The listis endless. The mm'Stry grew, Was(httpsghwww tnp.s negws/3|¥gapore/man -jailed-after-tossing-baby-police-office
relevant and was |ntemat|ona||y visible. |t utm_soufce= G363 @(gt% medium=CP8&utm _campaign=Taboola_Remarketing
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is the minister who makes things happen Q ) ) q
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Khairy JamaIUddin' the minister of The New‘J Iap(2e2|'1|/Sponsored(https Ilpo up .taboola. com/en/?template=colork
Science, Technology and Innovation, runs being-

a small ministry, with the lowest budget in lazy-

the government. The prime minister when-
appointed Khairy as the coordinating he-
minister for the National Covid-19 was-
Immunisation Programme. He worked younger-
innovatively and diligently, procured ID8137039)
vaccines and speedily delivered it to well- Viral video shows LRT

facilitated vaccination centres. moving with doors open

The rapid vaccination of the population while passing Ara (/style-
presented a spectrum of challenges, from ~ Damansara life/going-
production to distribution, deployment (/style-life/going- viral/viral-

viral/viral-video-shows-  video-
Irt-moving-with-doors- shows-
open-while-passing-ara-  Irt-
damansara-EX8132350) moving-

and importantly, acceptance. As | write
this, 19 million people have registered for
vaccines and more than 10 million have
received their first dose. So far, the

Gom Viral .
process has been visibly efficient. 2I8 Je:/| 021$)/s3t5z3,'ral) :::r's_
One of the biggest hurdles, all over the open-
world, has been in convincing and while-
building trust that vaccines indeed work. passing-
No one in the world was prepared for this ara-
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pandemic. Yet, with conscientious
planning, other countries have turned this
situation around. These are extraordinary
times that call for extraordinary
sacrifices.

Our frontliners face daily threats of death,
and yet they are not missing in action.
They turn up. As you can tell, many
ministers could play an individualistic,
prominent role, without being told so.
Covid-19 should not be an excuse for
government departments and agencies
not to be fully operational - it should be
the very reason for them to go beyond the
call of duty. This can only happen if the
ministers understand the full depth and

Pandelela’s reaction at the
Olympics reflects what all
Malaysians feel
(/style-life/going-
viral/pandelela-s-

damansara-
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28 Jul 2021/

range of the trauma, the chaos and, above

all, the indignity that people are being
subjected to.

The Covid-19 virus will take a gracious
bow and leave us at some point. But the
future generation will never forgive us if
the situation gets any worse.

Vasanthi Ramachandran is an author,
brand strategist and runs Helping Hands.
Comments: letters@thesundaily.com
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